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MASON, MASON & ALBRIGHT 
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Arlington, VA 22202 



C 



EXAMINER 



] 



SMITH, lOMW5*LYS 



| AKtUNlt j PAPER NUMBER "] 

PATH MAILED: 1 1/19/2004 



TITLE OF INVENTION: FEED METERING DBVTCB 



Kami vta dcri Berg 



9949 



lJ. 



APFLN, TYPE 



SMALL ENTITY 



ISSUE FEE 



PUBLICATION FEE 



TOTAL PEE($) DUE 



DATE DUE 



nonprovisicmftl 



YES 



$685 



$300 



02/22000$ 



XV 



THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERI TS SMSOSSh THIS VOTICR OF ALLOWANCE 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT 
RETItlOKBY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CtR 1.313 AND MFEP1308. 



ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
IS NOT A GRA NT O F PATENT RIGHTS. 
fHE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 



THE ISSUE . FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE 

MAILING Bate: of this notice oft tms APPLICATION SHALL 

STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE ElCTKNttRD . SEE 35 ILSiC. 151: 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY fREVlOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED{1N 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST fcE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED.; 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

L Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 



ijaid wra^ from the 

BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
THIS APPLICATION. THEPTOL-85B (OR 
KO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES» verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If tfte Status is the s^ y pay the TOTAL'FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(fi) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEfe shown above* or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A; Pay TOTAt FEE(S) DUE ^ stevmmbov^ or 



B. If applicant claim ed SM ALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SM/IX ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fec(&) 
Transmittal aid pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE Ffi E shown above. 



n. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION. FEE (tf required). Even if the fec(s) have 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, 
4compteted nnd.aii extra copy of tha fbxtb should be submitted 

XlL Ail communications regarding this application must give the application number. 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unle« advised to the c^frary. 



Unitkd States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
aire idy been paid; Part B - Fec(s) Transmittal should be 
section *4b* of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 



' IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing . applications IHe«I o* 
maintenance fees* It Is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees When dt 



rMeasc direct all communications prior to issuance to 
K "*^;"Dec. :, fi ;;>^;miy-r^iujire payment of 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



VNfTIED STATES OEFAB3M1NT OF COMMERCE 



COMMISSIONER tUR PATENTS 



}ATTQitNBY DOCKET KO, [ CONFIRMATION NO. 



APPLICATION NO. 



fILINC} DATE : 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/718,705 



U/24/2003 



Kwel van <Jen B*rg 



8553/212C 



9949 



75W 



U/19/2WH 

MASON, MASON & ALBRIGHT 
2306 South Bads Street 
P.O. Box 2246 
Arlington, VA 22202 



L 



EXAMINER 



J 



SMITH, JOMBERLYS 



ARTUNTT 



PAf feK NUMBfcfl [ 



DATE MAILED; 1 1/19/2904 



Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 2* >; 2000) 



pad 



The Patent Term Adjustment to; date is 0 day(s). If the issue fee is 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday 
months) after the mailing date of; this notice, die Patent Term Adjustment will he 



befa e 



on the date that is three months after the 
die date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
0 day(s). 



If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the abovi-identified application, the filing date that 
. determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent <£PA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing jthe Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 



Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment 
Patent Legal Administration at (703) 305-1383. Questions relating to 
directed to the Customer Service: Center of the Office of Patent Publication 



detejmination should be directed to the Office of 
and publication fee payments should be 
at (703) 305-8283, 



issue ; 
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Notice of Allowability 

* 


Application No. 

10/718.705 




Applicant^) 

VAN DEN BERG. KAREL 


Examiner 

KimbertyS Smith 




ArtUnlt j 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sh 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLO 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Noticeof Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriates 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This appltcat 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . R) This communication Is resDonslve to amendment filed 10/20/04. 

2. EI The allowed claim(s) is/are 28-36: 

3. H The drawings filed on 20 October 2004 are accepted bv the Examiner. 

4. E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19( 

a) g| All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

VO Certified copies of the-pribrify documents have been received. 

2. H Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Apf 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been n 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communicator 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this appDcatfc 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERfOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE, 

5. □ A substitute OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attach* 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reasonfs) why the < 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing I 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoiMall Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comn 

Paper No ./Mail Date 

Identifying Indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.B4(q)) should be wrftti 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such In the header according U 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT < 

Attachments) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notw 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6, □ Inten 

Pap 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. □ Exan 

Paper No./Maii Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. 0 Exan 

of Biological Material 9, □ Othe 


nt with the correspondent* eddresa- 

5EO in this application, ff not included 
ommunicatton wffl be mailed in due course, THIS 
on is subject to withdrawal from issue at the Initiative 

iMd)or(t). 

Iteatton no. QmSSU* 

ceived in this national stage application from the 

to file a reply complying with the requirements 
n. 

<| EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
isth or declaration is deficient 

Review ( PTO-948) attached 

tent or in the Office action of 

n on the drawings In the front (not the back) of 
.37 CFR 1.121(d). 

MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
bF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

9 of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

iew Summary (PTQ413), 

nt No ./Mall Date . 

iner*8 Amendment/Comment 

liner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 


U.3 Patent and Tradama* Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 1 -04 ) Notice of Allowability 


Part of Paper No./Maii Date 20041 1 1 
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Application/Control Number: 10/718,705 
Art Unit: 3644 



Page 2 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 , The following is an examiner's statement of reasons ft >r allowance: the prior art of record 
does not disclose singularly or teach in combination a feed metering device comprising a feed 
unit in which the feed unit includes a catching element which (contacts and moves a closing 
means until the closing means contacts a roll whereupon the rbll controls the closing means to 
cover an entrance opening to the feed unit. j 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant musk be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

The Substitute Specification filed 10/20/04 is approved for entry. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly S Smith whose telephone number is 703-308-8515. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Frida; ? 10:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telepfeme are uns lccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teri Luu can be reached on 703-305-7421. The fax phone number for the 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 



s 703-872-9306, 
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Application/Control Number: 10/718,705 
Art Unit: 3644 



y!be< 



Information regarding the status of an application ma; 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
may be obtained from cither Private PAIR or Public PAIR, 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For mor^ 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-: 



obtained from the Patent 
information for published applications 
Status information for unpublished 
information about the PAIR 

on access to the Private PAIR 
£17-9197 (toll-free). 



kss 
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SUPERVISOR 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITT A 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fe^s), to; Mill Mall &W 

Commissi 
P.O. Box. 
AhttMdai 

or But (703)746- 


L 

ISSUE FEE 
>o*r for Patents 
:45v 

a, Virginia 22313-1450 
1000 


INSTRUCTIONS; This form should be Used for tranemltiing the ISSUE PEG and PUBLICATION FEE 
spprapnaie. All lurthcr correspondence mcJudme the Patent, advance orders and OOtifkation of mamtenan 
invested unless erected below or directed otherwise in Bloc* I, by (a) specifying a new correspondent* 
maimeneoce lee notifications. 


(If roqulnid). Blocks J through 5 should be completed where 
it fees will be railed to the current correspondence address as 
address; anoVor (b) imlkatmg a aepaiadc "FEB ADDRESS" for 


CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS Otota Ut Btock 1 (or My dm* oTiMw) 
7590 h/1 9/2004 

MASON, MASON & ALBWOHt 
2306 South Bads Street 
P.O. Box 2246 
Arlington, VA 22202 


Notoi A- cert 
Fec(i)Tran« 
pipers. Each 
Wive its own 

I hereby certi 
States Postal 
sddressed to 
transmitted fee 


ffcato Of tttsibftc can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
«w, Tto certificate cannot bo uacd tor any other accompanying 
Iddkioaal paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
tcrtifteeie of mailing or iranamisuon. 

. Certificate of Mailing or Transmiastai 
(V mat this Fecfe) Transmittal la being deposited with (he United 

in* MSit Stop IS SUb tfck address above, or being facitmfle 
the U$PTOT>03) 7464060. on mo date indicated below. 












0>M>) 


j APfUCATIONNO. j FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR. 


| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. ] CONFIRMATION NO. 1 


I&77I8.705 J 1/24/2002 Karel van den Berg 
TITLE OF INVENTION: FEED METERING DEVICE 


8553/2 J2C 9949 


| APPLN. TYPE | SMALL ENTITY j ISSUE PEE j PUBLICATION F 


PE | TOTAL FEEtS) DUE | DATE DUE 


RdfiproviatDnal YES $685 $300 


$985 02/22/2005 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



CLASS4UBCLAS 



SMITH, KIMBERLY S 



3644 



1 19*051020 



h^han^of conxtspomtcncc address or indication of "Fee Adrnxas" (37 

QOisnse of correspondence address (©* Change Of Correspondence 
AddreseTorm PTO/SB/122) attached. 

Q "Fee Address* indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number Is required* 



2. For priming on the patent 

(1) the names of up to 3 re 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single turn , 
registered attorney or agent) am 
2 registered patent attorneys or 
listed, no name will be printed. 



fix* t page, list 

registered patent attorneys i Penrose Lucas M bright 



(hiving « a member a *- 
n the names of up to 
amenta. If no name is j_ 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an wgigncc is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent If 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFK3.II. Comjrtetkin of this form is W)T a substitute for ftling anr 



(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 



« assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
it 

(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATU OR COUKTRY) 



heiy Research Hold A.G. ; 20 Biitzenveg, CH-6300, 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : Q Individual 



2iug, Svitzenland 

aQ Corporation or other private group entity CI Government 



4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 
tissue Fee 

Q Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 
| G Advance Order - » of Copies 



4b. Payment of Fee(j): 

Q A check in the 

Q Payment by credit card. Form 

The Director is hereby at 
Deposit Account Number 



amount of the fc e(s) 
r orm I TO* 



ia enclosed. 

f^^jeWt any underpayment 

- v - rayi l r wd f oa t s )j or credit any overpayment, to 
(enclose an extra copy of (bis form). 



5, Change In Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

□ a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 



Q b> Applicant is no longer claim ng SMALL ENTITY status. Sob 37 CPU 1 .27(g)(2). 



Ttofrrcctorofthe USPTO is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-appry 
NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publicati on fWftJrequired) will not be accepted from anyone other man die ai 
interest as shown by the rccosds of the United States Patent Mia Trademark Office, A 



any jrcviously paid 
appltclnt; ~ * 



, . issue tee to the applicaiioa identified above. 

a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 



Authorized Signature _ 



p»c 22 Fe b- 200 5 



Typed or pitted n*m* U&eux^xse Loc^g Mbrijht 



lufrstretioaNo. .19,082- 



Thu cojlccfnm of mforrnmiun is required by 37 CFR 1 ,3 \ 1 . t he information is required to obtain or retain a 
an application. CwifidCTitinbty is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 114. This cofloction Is estimated tt , 
submniing the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual cas i, 
tbia form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 



Box 1450, Atewona, , Virainia 22313-flSO. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 45ft. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1^ no persons arc required to respond to a collection of information 



bdueftt bTtbo puhKc which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
tc take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, ami 
is r. Any comments on the amount of time you rcouiro to complete 
** itenT and Trademark Office, VS. Department ofCOmmerce, T.O. 
/ DDRESS, SEND TO: Cnmmias kwxtfa Patents, P.O. Box 1450. 



anlcss it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



